I have been asked to coordinate the Arizona select side program for the Fall 
2007

I will do my best to produce a competitive side to compete at this years 
Grizzly Shield.

To accomplish this objective I am requesting that all coaches and club 
officials disperse this information to all rugby players in the Arizona 
Rugby Union.

To be competitive and successful, player support for the program is 
essential.

The past two years the level of rugby in Arizona has steadily improved as 
witnessed by the success of Red Mountain and Tempe at the national level.

Having been involved in the program for the past 20 years, I can also tell 
you that there are many outstanding players and athletes in the Arizona 
Union who ,(despite playing on clubs that have little championship success), 
can be valuable pieces in building a competitive side.

Over the years players from mid or lower tier teams have showed their 
dedication and abilities by contributing to the program. Their reward for 
this effort was eventual selection to the Pacific Coast Grizzly side. 
Examples are Eric Chandler-NAU, Adolpho Sanchez-Camelback,and Greg 
Lim-Phoenix).

So as I usually do, I request that any Arizona Union player that has the 
athletic ability, fitness discipline, and desire to compete should 
participate in the following selection process.

October 14: Trial Match
Location: Tucson-Estaban Park Time: Noon to 6 pm

October 27: Trial Match
Location: Phoenix-Chaparall Park Time: 3 pm to 9 pm

November 3rd or 10th TBD: Practice session
Location: Phoenix-Apache park Time: 2 pm to 5 pm

November 10th or 17th TBD: Grizzly Shield weekend
Location: Washington Seattle or Tacoma
Leave Friday night return Sunday night

The Trial Matches will consist 2, 3 or 4 periods depending on numbers

A 2-hour organizational session will precede the Trial matches so that the 
coaching staff can educate/ organize systems and then create team cohesion 
before the match.

The sessions are not designed as fitness training sessions because we hope 
you come to the trials in peak physical condition.

So start your training now so that in 2 months you can help win the Grizzly 
Shield.

When you come to the sessions, be on time so we can accomplish our mission.

Who will conduct the sessions?

Alan Weber, Senior Coach (coach Scottsdale Blues)

Tom Osborne, Forwards Coach (coach Old Pueblo Lions)

Pat Roach, Backs Coach (coach Camelback RFC)

J.B. Schonwald, Manager (Arizona Union President)

Who will determine which players participate in the trial matches?

Alan Weber, Tom Osborne, Pat Roach

Note: Attendance at the practice sessions does not guarantee participation 
in the Trial Match but past experience has shown that all participants 
should get some time even if it is limited.

Note: We encourage all rugby player with the athleticism to eventually make 
the Arizona Select Side to come to the events..... even if you are new to 
the game.

Who will determine which players get selected for the Grizzly Shield squad?

Alan Weber, Tom Osborne, Pat Roach

How much does it cost the player to participate?

Cost of gas and food to the three sessions

The Grizzly Shield weekend will be funded by the Union as much as possible.
Last year player cost was about $150
Hopefully that amount will be lower this year.

Can I be selected and/or can I participate if i cannot make all of the 
events?

Yes you can ... but obviously the players that understand the team concepts 
and mesh the best with the other players will have an advantage. Also the 
more the coaches/selectors see your abilities the greater chance they will 
trust your inclusion into the Grizzly Shield Squad.

If clubs know of players that plan to participate, please forward the 
following information to Alan Weber or have them call me.

Email: ruggeral@msn.com

Cell: 602 -363 -0235

Player Name:

Player Phone:

Player Positions:

Player Club:

If there are further questions please do not hesitate to ask.

Thank you for getting your players involved.

Alan Weber

